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applied only to the need of binding John ior the time, and
The we have three-quarters of the whole.    Hut the remainder
church includes stipulations that the Church should he free and
Towns have all its rights, that London and other touns should
enjoy their privileges, that merchants should come and go
freely into the kingdom, and that the villein should not be
deprived hy fines of the implements by which he made hit*
living. Though Magna Carta, being dnwn up mainly by
the barons, naturally bears most on what concerned them,
it must not be described as entirely a class tnrasme, lor it
was carefully laid down that rights which the feudal tenants-
in-chief won from the king were also to hold good for the
intermediate tenant against his superior.
Thus in the main there was little in the Charter intended
to be new, since it aimed at restoring customs which John
had broken. In reality it became one of the great starting-
points of our national liberties.
The Charter was sealed;   the next thiiitf was to get it
The observed. John gave his promise, because at the time there
owr*tii6 was nothing else for him to do; he gave it the more readily,
Charterbecause from the first he had not the slightest intention of
keeping it. When he learnt of the twenty-five barons xvho
were to enforce it on him, he cried out furiously, "They have
given me twenty-five over-kings *\ lie oust about lor means
to break his word. He gathered a party of barons, hiied more
mercenaries, and made ready for \\ar. The Pope, as over-
lord of England, annulled the Charter mul forbade its ob-
servance, under penalty of excommunication. The King'**
enemies turned for help to France, They even offered the
crown to Louis, son of Philip Augustus Louis landed
Deauujtwith a French force. For nearly a year civil war raged up
<m6*and down England, till John fell suddenly ill and died at
Newark. His opportune death wan the only KOCH! gift he
ever bestowed on his country* Even hfo abilities were' always
turned to evil ends* No man was a greater nuuster in the
art of misusing his talents*